
Welcome 
 

Spring Informational Meeting 
May 16,2015 
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• Local unit of government focused on lake management 
 
• Residents vote on published agenda items at an Annual 

Meeting. E.g. policy, budgets, taxes and commissioners. 
 

• Commissioners execute the Annual Meeting directives 
and the day to day business of the District. 
 

• Governed by Wisconsin Statute, including Chapters: 
 
 

Lake Protection and 
Rehabilitation Districts 

 19 General Duties of Public Officials  65 Budget Systems 

 30 Navigable Waters  66 Municipal Law (Bids) 

 33 Public Inland Waters  985 Publication of Legal Notices 



John Bonneprise Polk County Supervisor 

Beth Hartman  Healthy Lakes Implementation Chair 

Helen Johnson  Town of Alden Supervisor 

Ann Layton  Officer, Secretary 

Gary Ovick  Officer, Board Chairman 

Mike Reiter  Vice Chairman & Lake Management Co-Chair 

Jerry Tack  Officer, Treasurer & Navigation Chair  
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Agenda 

• Opening Remarks 
• Treasurer’s Report 
• Grant Funding Status  
• Water Patrol 
• Lake Management 
• Break 
• Dams 
• Navigation 
• Fish Stocking 
• Clean Boats Clean Waters 
• Web Site “bigroundpine.com” 
• Social Committee 
• Questions & Public Input 
• Closing Remarks 

H 

Spring 
Informational 

Meeting 
 

05/16/15 
West Immanuel 
Lutheran Church 

Servants Hall 
9 a.m. 

(Coffee Social 8:30 a.m.) 



Treasurer’s Report 

By Jerry Tack 
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Grant Status Report 

By Gary Ovick 



Grant Purpose Year 

LPL-382 Aquatic Plant Management for Big Lake (APMP) 1996 

LPT-067 Big Lake APMP Implementation 1997 

LPL-471 Church Pine and Round Lakes Aquatic Plant  Survey 1997 

----------- 12 year period of no grant awards -------------- 

SPL-208-09 Aquatic Plant Surveys 2009 

LPL-1299-09 Aquatic Plant Management Plan (APMP) 2009 

AEPP-212-10      Clean Boats Clean Waters 2010 

ACEI-099-11 APMP Implementation 2011 

LPL-1473-12 Lake Management Plan 2012 

ACEI-145-14 APMP Implementation  (Updated APMP & Survey) 2014 

CBCW-52-14      Clean Boats Clean Waters 2014 

CBCW-129-15      Clean Boats Clean Waters 2015 

SPL-351-15 Big Lake Internal Load Study 2015 

LPT-490-15 Healthy Lakes Project 2015 

H 



H 

State Tax Dollars 
Returned  to Us 

Value of Volunteers 



Water Patrol Committee 

By Tom Bach 

May 2015 

 



Water Patrol Committee 

• Tom Bach, Church Pine Lake, Chair 
 612.578.5274 

 tom.j.bach@gmail.com 

 

• Jerry Tack, Round Lake, Commissioner 

 715.294.2739 

 tack542@gmail.com 

 

mailto:tom.j.bach@gmail.com
mailto:tack542@gmail.com


Water Patrol Update 

Sheriff, Peter Johnson, letter March 21,2015 
– Deputy Jeff Hahn will be assigned full time 

recreational patrol 

 

–  Deputy Hahn will patrol all lakes in Polk County.  
~600 patrol hours vs. 300 in 2015 

 

– Deputy Hahn will provide CPRBL and Wapo 
significant patrol hours, and chart his hours & 
contacts as previous 

 

 

 

 

(1) 



Water Patrol Update 
 

– Sheriff’s office cannot commit to a 5 year boat lease 
with specified patrol hours for our two associations 

 

– 2015 Patrol hours will not be billed to lake 
associations, but will be provided free as a public 
safety duty 

 

– Plan will be re-evaluated at the end of the 2015 
season 

 

– Our current boat will be returned to us. 

 
 

 

 

(2) 



Water Patrol Update 
The Plan: 

– Given we owned the boat 50%/50% with Wapo 
 

– Sell the boat on consignment & split the proceeds 
with Wapo 
 

– We anticipate a net about $10,000 ($5K per 
association) 

 
– Retain our proceeds, if a dedicated water patrol is 

re-started in 2016, buy a new boat and lease it to 
Sheriff’s office (and thus DNR) 
 (3) 



Key Regulations 

• Number of Pfds, Fire Ext. Onboard 

• Abide by Slow/No-wake Zones  

• Display Numbers 

• Safety Certificate to Operate PWC 

• Inflatables Pulled Behind Boat/PWC Do NOT 
Count Towards Boat/PWC Load 

• Water Skiing – Must Have Observer 

 





Water Patrol 

• Patrol Deputy 

– Sheriff Deputy, Jeffrey Hahn 

 

• To Report Violations ….. 

– Dispatch & Non-emergency:  (715) 485-8300 



POLK COUNTY WATER PATROL 

HAVE A WONDERFUL, SAFE SUMMER 
BOATING ON OUR WATERS! 



Lake Management 
Committee 

Today’s Topics 
 

• Aquatic Plant Management Plan Update 
• AIS Identification, Prevention & Control 
• Herbicide Concentration Monitoring Results 
• What You Can Do to Control Your Shoreline Access 
• 2014 Plant Survey Results 
• Water Quality and Internal Load Study 
• Citizen Lake Monitoring Network 
• Healthy Lakes Initiative 

 



Aquatic Plant Management 

By Mike Reiter 



What we accomplished with the grant? 



Aquatic Plant Management Plan 
Under Revision by 

 APMP Advisory Committee 
May 15, 2015  

o Draft APM Plan for Committee Review 
o Review and Finalize Implementation Plan 

June 15, 2015  
o Comments Back On Plan 

July 1, 2015  
o Final Draft Available For Resident Review 
o (Request Preliminary DNR Review) 
o Distribute Postcard. Refer To Web. Public 
o Meeting Upon Request Like CLP Permit 

August 1, 2015 
o Final Plan 

August 8, 2015  
o Board to Review/Approve Final Plan 

August 15, 2015  
o Request DNR Review of Plan (60 Days) 

August 29, 2015  
o Annual Meeting 

Education 



Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 
Existing & Potential 

• Existing Aquatic Invasive Species 
o Curly Leaf Pondweed 
o Purple Loosestrife 
o Japanese Knotweed 
o Narrow Leaf Cattail 
o Chinese Mystery Snails 

• Potential Aquatic Invasive Species 
o Eurasian Water Milfoil 
o Zebra Mussels 
o Asian Carp 

Education H 



Serrated leaf 
margin & 
angled veins 

Curly-Leaf Pondweed 

Control H 



Curly-leaf 
Pondweed 
Distribution 
38 Polk County Waterbodies: Alabama 
Lake, Apple River, Apple River Flowage, 
Balsam Lake, Bear Trap Lake, Big Blake 
Lake, Big Butternut Lake, Big Lake, Big 
Round Lake, Black Brook Flowage, Bone 
Lake (2454500), Bone Lake (2628100), 
Bridget Lake, Cedar Lake, Clam Falls 
Flowage, Deer Lake (2619400), Deer 
Lake (2460500), Dwight Lake, Half Moon 
Lake, Herby Lake, Horse Lake, Horseshoe 
Lake, Lake O’ the Dalles, Little Butternut 
Lake, Little Mirror Lake, Long Trade Lake, 
Loveless Lake, Magnor Lake, North Twin 
Lake, Pike Lake, Pine Lake (2490400), 
Sand Lake, Sandhill Lake, Staples Lake, 
Unnamed (2658800), Wapogasset Lake, 
White Ash Lake, North White Ash Lake  

Control 



Control 



Lake Management 
 Committee Report 

CLP Treatment 
April 29, 2015 

Control 



Control 



Control 



2014  
Herbicide 

Concentration 
Monitoring 

Control 



2014  
Herbicide 

Concentration 
Monitoring 

Gone in  
12 

Hours! 

Gone in  
12 

Hours! 

Control 



Purple Loosestrife 
 

Control H 



Purple 
Loosestrife 
Distribution 

8 Polk County 
Waterbodies: Balsam Lake, 
Big Lake, Grimhs Lake, 
Lotus Lake, North Twin 
Lake, Silver Lake, White 
Ash Lake, and North White 
Ash Lake 

Control 



Control 



Volunteers Needed for 2015 
Control 



Japanese Knotweed 
 

Control 



Japanese Knotweed 
 

Control H 



Control 

Japanese Knotweed 
 



Narrow Leaf Cattail 
Control 



“Wisconsin hasn't really done much with this plant in the past.  It 
tends to be able to grow in deeper water than the native, so if water 
is deeper it takes over.  Literature states the native can compete 
pretty well in  more shallow water.” 
 Steve  Schieffer, Certified Watershed Manager 

Control H 



12 to 20 
Leaflets 

H 

Prevention 



Eurasian  
Water-milfoil 
Distribution 

4 Polk County 
Waterbodies: 
Horseshoe Lake, 
Long Trade Lake, 
Pike Lake, St. 
Croix River  

Prevention 



What if you think you found 
 Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM)? 

1. Mark the location 

2. Bag the sample 
• Do not fragment the plant … it spreads by fragmentation! 

3. Contact Lake District EWM ID Volunteers 
• Mike Reiter (715) 294-3950 

• Steve Oswald  (715) 294-3135  (651) 248-8827 Cell 

• Gary Ovick (715) 294-3988 (715) 417-1770 Cell 

4. If positive … The Lake District Board will 
execute the Rapid Response Protocol per the 
Aquatic Plant Management Plan 

H 
Education 



Rapid Response Fund 
 

$7518 
 as of  

04/01/2015 

Prevention 



Zebra Mussels 

Education 



Zebra Mussels 
Education 

H 



Zebra  
Mussel 
Distribution 

0 Polk County Waterbodies 
 
3 St. Croix County 
Waterbodies: Bass Lake, 
Bass Lake, and Lake St. 
Croix 

Prevention 



Annual  
Scuba / Camera Survey 

Prevention 



Prevention 

Education 



AIS Educational Kiosks 

Church Pine Lake Big Lake 

Education 



Church Pine 
 

 Warning Signs 
 Audio Warning 
 Video Inspection 

 
 

 Deterrent and 
Behavior Changer 

 

Education Prevention 



APMP Implementation Summary 
 

• CLP treatment reducing nutrients from adult decay & turion production 

• Purple Loosestrife treatment / beetles eliminated most populations  

 

 

• Scuba or underwater camera inspection of vulnerable areas (launches) 

• Clean Boats Clean Waters boat inspections at both landings 

• Volunteer Spotters (Volunteers needed for 2015) 

• AIS Rapid Response Plan 

 

 

• AIS Educational Kiosks at both landings 

• Signs, Audio Warning & Video Camera deterrent at Church Pine 24/7 

• Clean Boats Clean Waters education at both landings 

• General Meeting education on AIS  

Prevention 

Education 

Control 



Landowner’s Options 
for 

 Shoreline Plant Removal 

1.Remove a 30 foot wide access corridor 

out to the point where plants no longer 

inhibit navigation from the shoreline (25 

foot in a Critical Habitat Area). 
 

 

2.Apply for a permit to use herbicide or 

mechanical means to create a corridor. 

Follow the procedure in the Aquatic Plant 

Management Plan when applying for 

these permits. Cost of the work is at the 

landowner’s expense. 
 

 

       Plants removed should be disposed 

of properly on shore.  Plants can be 

composted and make excellent mulch for 

gardens.  

H 
Education 



2014 Aquatic Plant Survey 

By Mike Reiter 



Full Report on our Website 
 
 

www.bigroundpine.com 
 

http://www.bigroundpine.com/


Big Lake 
2009 vs 2014 



Round Lake 
2009 vs 2014 



Church Pine Lake 
2009 vs 2014 



Water Quality 

By Kel Kobernick 



Water Quality  
“Primary Goal” 

Reduce the amount of algae 
in our lakes 

   



The Importance of 
Phosphorous 

in Causing Lake Algae   



2014 North Creek  
Phosphorous Measurements 

 August 2014… Well Samples Near North Creek 
 0.121 Mg/L Total Phosphorus Average  
 0.021 Mg/L Reactive Phosphorus Average  

 
 February 2014… Samples in North Creek at Big Lake Dr. & Stowers Trl. 

 0.063 Mg/L Total Phosphorus  
 0.029 Mg/L Reactive Phosphorus 
              (2 Identical Samples) 

 Indications … 
While the total phosphorus levels were higher in North Creek 
during the growing season, when the watershed would influence 
phosphorus levels, these test results indicate that groundwater 
phosphorus likely contributes to Big Lake and North Creek 
phosphorus levels.  

 



Big Lake Internal Load Study 

• Project goal is to quantify internal loading of 
phosphorus to better understand Big Lake algae 
growth. 

  
• Use the results of the study to determine what 

further action/testing  is needed to reduce 
algae growth. 



SPL-351-15 
 Budget 



Impaired Waters: Proposed for Listing 



Water Quality 
Summary 

In all probability the Phosphorus in our lakes is coming 
from multiple sources: 
 

 North Creek 
 Lake shore runoff 
 Sediment 
 Other sources? 

 
The lake district will continue to apply for any available 
grants designed to decrease Phosphorus and improve 
our lakes 



Homeowner techniques to 
minimize waterfront impacts 

• Shoreland buffers 

• Rain gardens 

• Limit impervious surfaces 

• Infiltration and diversions 

• Evaluation of septic 

 



Decreasing Phosphorus 
and algae needs to be a 

communal effort!   







Citizen Lake Monitoring Network 

  

 
By Heidi Hazzard 



Citizen Lake Monitoring 
Big Lake 

  



Citizen Lake Monitoring 
Round Lake 

  



Citizen Lake Monitoring 
Church Pine Lake 

  



Healthy Lakes 
Implementation 

By Beth Hartman 





Fish Sticks 



Shoreline Buffers 



Stems  
•Slow Flow 
 

Deep Roots  
• Hold Soil in Place 
• Allow Infiltration 

Why Native Plants? 



• Surveyed homeowners for interest in various shoreline 
projects. (25% response) 
 

• Applied for grant to partially reimburse homeowners for 
implementation 
 

• We were awarded the grant! 
 1 Fish Stick 
 8 Buffer Zones 

     Healthy Lakes 
Implementation Plan 



Lakeshore property is divided into 3 zones, 
with 5 best practices that are grant eligible: 
 

Shoreline 
1. Fish Sticks 

Transition 
2. Native Plantings 
3. Diversion 

Upland 
4. Rock Infiltration 
5. Rain Gardens 

     Healthy Lakes 
Implementation Plan 









DNR philosophy: 
“Provide seed money to stimulate 
homeowner interest in doing projects 
to decrease runoff into lakes” 

 
More info: 

> http://www.bigroundpine.com 
> Links to Websites 
> Healthy Lakes 

    Healthy Lakes 
Implementation Plan 

http://www.bigroundpine.com/
http://www.bigroundpine.com/


Break 
 

10 Minutes Please 
 

(See Displays) 



Dam Inspection Committee 

By Steve Oswald / Jerry Tack 



Big Lake’s Two Dams 



Asian Carp 



Mill Pond Dam Repair 

• 07/15/14 DNR Dam Inspection Findings: 

South Wall Cracks 

Hole behind wall from animal, snow melt or rain? 

Unable to thoroughly inspect due to brush, trees and 
overgrowth 

• 07/15/14 DNR Repair Recommendations: 

Clear area above dam and walls 

Fill holes with clay 

Seed and maintain a grass cover 

Tuck point cracked wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mill Pond Dam Report 
May 1, 2015 
Jerry Tack  

  

J&S Contracting completed the removal of the 
trees and brush as well as leveling the soil, 
planting grass seed and spreading anti erosion 
mats.  The small wash out was also backfilled to 
prevent further erosion behind the spillway.  The 
final cost was under budget at $4405.  Due to the 
cold weather, the tuck pointing of the spillway 
was not completed.  This will be completed 
sometime this summer.   









Dam Inspection  
Committee Report 

Action Item: 
Steve Oswald to file a Dam Inspection Report – only at the 
District level in March, 2014. 



Dam Inspection  
Committee Report 

Action Item: 
Steve Oswald to file a Dam Inspection Report – only at the 
District level in March, 2014. 



Navigation Committee 

By  
Jerry Tack 



Boating Regulation 
Reminders 

• Slow, No Wake speed means, a speed at which a 
vessel moves as slowly as possible while still 
maintaining steerage control. 
 

• A No Wake zone extends out to 100 feet from 
any shoreline for Boats. 
 

• PWC may not be operated faster than No Wake 
speed within 200 feet of the shoreline. 

H 



The Lake District again 
owes thanks to Josh 
Meyer for his annual 
removal of trash from 
our ice. Josh said there 
was another pickup 
load, but he was unable 
to reach it.  
Please do what you can 
to stop winter trash on 

our lakes. 
THANK YOU JOSH  

 



Navigation Committee 

Have a safe 
summer! 



Fish Stocking  

By Bob Meyer 



Fish Stocking History H 



Walleye 
 Daily Bag Limit 

 
• Big Lake 
• Wind Lake 
• Church Pine Lake 



By  
Jerry Tack 



Mission 
 
 

Reduce the risk of someone transporting 
invasive species of vegetation or fish into 

our lakes.  
 



Why do we need CBCW? 
1 in 5 Boats are Potential AIS Carriers! 

View all CBCW graphs @ 
http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/invasives/WatercraftSummary.aspx?show=efforts&project=29557903 

Church Pine Landing 
2014 



• Remove all plants & animals from the 
boat, trailer, motor and other equipment 
prior to entering the lake. 
 

• Drain the bilge and live well prior to 
entering the lake. 
 

• Drain the live well upon leaving the lake. 
 

• Dispose of live bait prior to entering the 
lake if it has come in contact with any 
other lake water. 

  

Regulations for All Boaters 
H 



CBCW Actions 
 
 

• Monitor the Church Pine and Big Lake boat 
ramps for compliance to the WI regulations 
during peak usage times. 
 

• 2015 Goals 
 200 hours of inspection for each ramp 
 600 total boat inspections 

 

• Compensate inspectors with 75% of the cost 
being paid by a grant from the DNR.  



2014 
Big Lake 
CBCW  

H 



2014 
Church Pine 

CBCW  

H 



Clean Boats Clean Waters  

CBCW Inspectors now have 
WIFI access at the CP boat 
landing enabling: 
 

 100% monitoring of 
videos 

 Real-time input SWIM 
data base 

 Access to video evidence 



                   Thank The Inspectors 
 
 

If you see a boat inspector, please 
thank them for helping to keep our 
lakes clean and free of invasive species. 

 



Web Site 

By Jim Anderson 



H 

http://www.bigroundpine.com/
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Social Committee 

By David Zanick 



Social Committee 

• David Zanick, Chair 
• Ann Layton, Commissioner 
• Steve Paulson 
• Sally Pierson 
• Carl Pierson 
• Glenna Tack 
• Andrea Anderson 
• Rachel Starbuck 
• Suzanne Zanick 



Lake Social Dinner 

 New date:  Saturday June 13, 2015 

 Location:  UW Wanderoos  

(In The Shed Behind The Main Building) 

 Time:   6:00 Cocktails 

    6:45  Buffet dinner 

 Price:   $13.50 per person 

(not including tip) 

Save the Date! 

H 



2015 
4th of July 
 Parade 

 Start Time:  Saturday, Noon 

 Location:  Starting at the South End Of CP Lake 

               (Church Pine Lake Only) 

 Judges:   Steve Paulson & Judges 

   (On Steve’s boat, in the middle of CP Lake, 
   moving from side to side to be in closer 
   proximity to contestants) 

 Prizes Will Be Awarded 

H 



Questions & Public Input 

By Lake District Residents 
 

(What is Important to You?) 



Closing Remarks 

By Gary Ovick 



H 



District Calendar 
2015 

 
 

• March 3  Board Meeting 
• April 7 Board Meeting 
• April 23-25  WI Lakes Partnership Conference 
• May 5 Board Meeting 

• May 16  Spring Informational Meeting 
• June 2 Board Meeting 
• June 13 Annual Lake District Dinner 
• July 4 Boat Parade (Church Pine) 
• July 7 Board Meeting  
• August 4 Board Meeting  
• August 29 Annual Meeting & Board Meeting 
• October 6 Board Meeting 
• December 1 Board Meeting 

Board 
Meetings 

Alden Town Hall 
1st Tuesdays  

6pm 
 

H 



• 2016 Budgets … Annual Operating Plan,  Contributions 
to Non-Lapsing Funds and Tax Levy 
 

• Committee … 2015 Accomplishments & Plans for 2016 

• Election of 1 Commissioner  

o Interested residents should contact the board at least 45 
days before the Annual Meeting to get your name on the 
ballot 

On the Horizon for the 
 August 29th Annual Meeting 



Thank You 
 for 

 Supporting 
Your 

 Lake District 
 
 
 



Meeting 
Adjourned 

 
 
 


