


Welcome 
 

Spring Informational Meeting 
May 21, 2016 



John Bonneprise Polk County Supervisor 

Beth Hartman  Healthy Lakes Implementation Project Manager 

Helen Johnson  Town of Alden Supervisor & CBCW Chair 

Ann Layton  Officer, Secretary 

Gary Ovick  Officer, Board Chairman 

Mike Reiter  Vice Chairman & Lake Management Co-Chair 

Jerry Tack  Officer, Treasurer, Navigation & Dam Chair  

Board of Commissioners 
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Board of Commissioners 
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Committee 
Membership 
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Committee 
Membership 
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• Lake District 
Boundary is Defined 
With Blue Line 
 

• Part of a Parcel Puts 
The Whole Parcel in 
the Lake District 



Agenda 

• Opening Remarks 
• Water Patrol 
• Treasurer’s Report 
• Grant Funding Status  
• Lake Management 
• Break 
• Dams 
• Shoreland Zoning 
• Social Committee 
• Other Reports & Closing Remarks 
• Questions & Public Input 
• Adjourn 

H 

Spring 
Informational 

Meeting 
 

05/21/16 
West Immanuel 
Lutheran Church 

Servants Hall 
9 a.m. 

(Coffee Social 8:30 a.m.) 



Water Patrol 

 

Committee Chair 

Tom Bach 

 



Water Patrol 

Polk County Deputy Sheriff 
 

Jeff Hahn 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Key Regulations 

• Number of PFDs, Fire Ext. onboard 

• Abide by Slow/No-wake zones  

• Display Registration Numbers 

• Safety Certificate to Operate PWC 

• Inflatables Pulled Behind Boat/PWC Do NOT 
Count Towards Boat/PWC Load 

• Water Skiing – Must Have Observer 

 



Deputy Jeff Hahn 
Polk County Sheriff’s  Department 

Recreation Department 
(715) 485-8313 

Jeffrey.hahn@co.polk.wi.us 
 
 
 

Dispatch & Non-emergency 
(715) 485-8300 

Polk County Sheriff’s Department 
 in conjunction with local Lake Associations actively 

patrols this lake.  Many of the most common complaints 

brought to the Polk County Sheriff’s Department Water 

Patrol are briefly addressed below. 

 
 

REGISTRATION:  all boats (other than sailboats under 12’ and manually propelled boats which do not 

have a motor) and PWC’s must possess both a “Certificate of Number” (registration numbers) and Expiration Decals 

displayed in BLOCK letters on the front half of the bow in contrasting colors to the rest of the hull.  This means both 

the annual sticker and the full registration number must be displayed.  Boats kept on Wisconsin lakes for 60 

consecutive days MUST be registered in Wisconsin.  Fine for violations range from $162.70 to $200.50 and can be 

issued to operator OR owner.  
 

UNDERAGE OPERATION:  ANY operator born after January 1st, 1989 must possess (and be able 

to show) a Wisconsin approved Boater’s Safety Certificate.   Persons under the age of 12 may not operate a PWC.  

Persons between 10 years of age and 12 years of age may operate a boat only WITH direct parental supervision.  

Persons age 12 and older may operate a boat if they have their Boater’s Safety Certificate on board.  Permitting 

underage operation or operating without Safety Certificate carries a fine of $162.70. 

 

PWC SPECIFIC RULES:  PWC’s may not be operated at greater than Slow No Wake (SNW) speed 

within 200’ of shore or within 100’ of another vessel, dock, raft, pier, buoyed area or a person water skiing.  This 

means the slowest speed possible to maintain control.  PWC’s may not be operated between sunset and sunrise.  PWC’s 

may tow a skier/tube rider if the PWC is designed to carry THREE persons and a “competent spotter” is riding and 

facing backward with the operator.  More than one skier or tube rider is permitted.  All persons riding on or being 

pulled by a PWC must use approved Personal Floatation Device (PFD).  PWC’s must possess a fire extinguisher.  Fines 

for these violations range from $175.30 to $200.50. 

 

BOAT SPECIFIC RULES:  Boats may not be operated at greater than SNW within 100’ of shore, a 

water skier, an anchored boat, dock, raft or buoyed restricted area (including SNW area).  No persons are allowed to 

ride on boat decks or gunwales (side of the boat, seat backs, sun decks or seats on raised platforms).  All boats operated 

between sunset and sunrise must use required lighting.  Boats may not exceed restrictions of Capacity Plates, must 

possess sufficient PFD’s for all passengers and must possess a fire extinguisher in a “readily accessible location” if the 

boat has any closed construction (compartment of any kind).  Boats over 16 feet long must have a Type IV throwable 

PFD “Immediately Available”.  The boat’s battery must have terminals covered and be held in place to prevent the 

battery from moving.  Boats must have a competent spotter in the boat when towing skiers (mirrors do not fit 

Wisconsin’s requirement).  Towing skiers between sunset and sunrise is prohibited.  No boat may use blue lights of any 

kind which shine outside the boat, and cannot use any flashing lights.  Fines range from $162.50 to $200.50. 
 

RECKLESS OPERATION/INTOXICATED BOATING:  Creating a hazardous 

or dangerous wake, operating in a “reckless manner” or using “unreasonable or imprudent speed” are all illegal.  

Operating under the influence of an intoxicant or with a detectable amount of a restricted controlled substance can 

result in fines, an arrest or both.  Fines for these violations range from $162.50 to $452.50 and can also result in an 

arrest and criminal charges. 

 

Any questions, concerns or comments should be directed to: 

 

Deputy Jeff Hahn 

Polk County Sheriff’s Department 

Recreation Department 

715-485-8313 or email at jeffrey.hahn@co.polk.wi.us 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Treasurer’s Report 

By   

Jerry Tack, Treasurer 



H 



Grant Status Report 

By  
Gary Ovick 
Chairman 



Grant Purpose Year 

LPL-382 Aquatic Plant Management for Big Lake (APMP) 1996 

LPT-067 Big Lake APMP Implementation 1997 

LPL-471 Church Pine and Round Lakes Aquatic Plant  Survey 1997 

SPL-208-09 Aquatic Plant Surveys 2009 

LPL-1299-09 Aquatic Plant Management Plan (APMP) 2009 

AEPP-212-10      Clean Boats Clean Waters 2010 

ACEI-099-11 APMP Implementation 2011 

LPL-1473-12 Lake Management Plan 2012 

ACEI-145-14 APMP Implementation  (Updated APMP & Survey) 2014 

CBCW-52-14      Clean Boats Clean Waters 2014 

CBCW-129-15      Clean Boats Clean Waters 2015 

SPL-351-15 Big Lake Internal Load Study 2015 

LPT-490-15 Healthy Lakes Project 2015 

CBCW-129-16       Clean Boats Clean Waters 2016 



State Tax Dollars 
Returned  to Us 
75% of each $ Spent 



Lake Management 
Committee 

By  
Beth Hartman 

 
Project Manager 

Heathy Lakes Implementation 



2016 Wisconsin / EPA  
Impaired Waters List 



Big Lake Internal Load Study 

• Project goal is to quantify internal loading of 
phosphorus to better understand Big Lake algae 
growth. 

  
• Use the results of the study to determine what 

further action/testing  is needed to reduce 
algae growth. 
 

• Funded by Wisconsin DNR Grant 

Project Manager 

Kel Kobernick 



Secchi 
Disk 

Readings 

  
Project Manager 

 Heidi Hazzard 

H 



Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 
Existing & Potential 

• Existing Aquatic Invasive Species 
o Curly Leaf Pondweed 
o Purple Loosestrife 
o Japanese Knotweed 
o Narrow Leaf Cattail 
o Chinese Mystery Snails 

• Potential Aquatic Invasive Species 
o Eurasian Water Milfoil 
o Zebra Mussels 
o Asian Carp 



Our Lake’s Ecology 

By 
 

Steve Schieffer 
 

Certified Watershed Manager 
Ecological Integrity Service, LLC 

 



THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR INTEREST IN 

YOUR LAKE! 



Importance of aquatic plants 

• Provide habitat for key invertebrates. 

• Produce oxygen biproduct (aerators) 

• Cover, rearing and foraging areas for 

fish. 

• Nesting material, cover and food for 

waterfowl and mammals. 

• Absorb excess nutrients. 

• Stabilize substrate and shorelines. 

• Reduce wave energy in erosion areas. 



What should be revealed in a 

survey 

• High diversity 

Simpson’s diversity index 

Species richness 

High number of natives per sample point 

• High FQI (floristic quality index) 

• High % of littoral plant coverage 

• No AIS 



PI Survey-2014 Big Lake 
SUMMARY STATS Big Round Church 

Total number of sample points in grid 410 145 322 

Total number of sites with vegetation 93 95 122 

Total number of sites shallower than maximum depth of plants 144 103 145 

Frequency of occurrence at sites shallower than maximum depth of 

plants 

64.58% 92.23% 84.14% 

Simpson Diversity Index 0.87 0.94 0.92 

Maximum depth of plants (ft) 18.30 20.90 25.60 

Average number of all species per site (shallower than max depth) 1.87 4.04 3.11 

Average number of all species per site (veg. sites only) 2.89 4.38 3.58 

Average number of native species per site (shallower than max depth) 1.86 4.03 3.11 

Average number of native species per site (veg. sites only) 2.88 4.37 3.58 

Species Richness  28 37 33 



Highlights of survey 

• Moderate/high diversity in all three 

lakes. 

• Moderate to high FQI in all three lakes. 

• Some good habitat for fish and other 

organisms. 

• Lakes not dominated by one or two 

species (Big is somewhat by coontail). 

• Limited AIS growth…keep an eye on 

things. 





Coontail-highest 

freq. 

Wild celery-2nd 

highest 

Forked duckweed-3rd 

highest 





Fern 

pondweed

-most feq. 

Variable 

Pondweed

-3rd 

Wild celery-

2nd 





Wild celery-

most feq. 

Forked 

duckweed-3rd 

Water target-

2nd 



 Floristic Quality 

Index Data 

Big Lake Church Pine Round Ecoregion median  

(other lakes 

studied) 

Number of 

species 

26 32 35 14 

Mean 

conservatism 

5.96 6.3 6.2 5.6 

FQI 30.4 35.7 35.7 20.9 

Floristic quality index (FQI) 



AIS observed 

Species Big Lake Round Lake Church Pine 

CLP X X 

Purple 

loosestrife 

X X (1 plant 

removed) 

Narrow 

cattail 

X X X 

Yellow flag 

iris 

X 



CLP 

2009 

CLP 



CLP 



Other  

AIS 

Narrow cattail 
Purple loosestrife 

Yellow flag iris 



Concerns for future 

• Addition of more AIS. 

• Spreading of AIS. 

• Degradation of plant habitat leading to 

reduced diversity. 

• Maintaining a healthy, native plant 

community while reducing AIS. 

• Reduction of native shoreline 

vegetation/development 



Actions to reduce concerns 

• Extensive boat landing monitoring. 

• Education for lake residents and 

beyond. 

• Proper lake management techniques. 

• Continue monitoring lakes for AIS. 

• Restore shoreline/riparian with native 

vegetation. 

 



Healthy Lakes 
Implementation 

By  
Beth Hartman 

Project Manager 







  

PROTECT  OUR 

SHORELINE 

 Establish a Native Plant Border 

Between Lawn & Shoreline 

 

Avoid Fertilizers & Pesticides 

 on Your Lakeside Property 

 

 bigroundpine.com 



Lakeshore property is divided into 3 zones, 
with 5 best practices that are grant eligible: 
 

Shoreline 
1. Fish Sticks 

Transition 
2. Native Plantings 
3. Diversion 

Upland 
4. Rock Infiltration 
5. Rain Gardens 

     Healthy Lakes 
Implementation Plan 



H 

Shoreline 
Improvement 

Interest 
Survey 



Break 
10 Minutes Please 

 
 

See Displays 



Dam Inspection Committee 

By 
Jerry Tack 

Committee Chairman 
 







Polk County Shoreland Changes 

John Bonneprise 
 

Polk County Supervisor 

Lake District Commissioner 

 

 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Slides Provided by 
Polk County Shoreland Zoning 

Jason Kjeseth, Zoning Administrator 

Landen Strilzuk, Zoning Specialist 

Lori Bodenner, Zoning Technician 

 

 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Shoreland Zoning 

• All the area within 1000’ of a lake or pond and 
300’ of a river or stream 

 

• Polk County Zoning regulates land use in these 
above the ordinary high water mark 

 

• Wisconsin DNR has jurisdiction below the 
ordinary high water mark 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Introduction 

• NR 115 standards were created by  the DNR as 
minimum shoreland zoning standards 

 

• 2015 Act 55 made NR 115 the minimum and 
the maximum requirements  

 

• Created a uniform way to apply the regulations 
in a consistent manner between counties. 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


NR 115 Regulates 

• 1. Minimum Lot Sizes 

• 2. Building Setbacks 

• 3. Vegetation 

• 4. Filling, grading, lagooning, dredging, 
ditching and excavating. 

• 5. Impervious Surfaces 

• 6. Height 

• 7. Nonconforming Structures and Uses 

 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Act 55 

• Changed the authority counties have in the 
development of a shoreland ordinance that is 
more restrictive than NR 115 

 

• Effective - July 14th, 2015 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


A shoreland zoning ordinance may not: 

• Require a vegetative buffer on previously developed land 

• Regulate outdoor lighting for residential use. 

• Require the inspection or upgrade of the structure before 
the sale/transfer of the structure  

• Establish standards for impervious surfaces unless an 
exemption is made for treated impervious surfaces 

• Regulate the construction of a structure on a 
substandard lot in a manner that is more restrictive 

 
 

 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Changes in DNR Input 

• The DNR may not issue an opinion on whether or not 
a variance should be granted or denied without the 
request of a county BOA.  Polk County’s BOA will 
request the DNR’s opinion on a case by case basis. 

 

• The DNR may not appeal a BOA decision. 
 

 

 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


New Definitions 

• “Shoreland setback area” means an area that is 
within a certain distance of the ordinary high-water 
mark in which the construction or placement of 
structures has been limited or prohibited under an 
ordinance enacted under this section.  

 

• “Structure” means a principal structure or any 
accessory structure including a garage, shed, 
boathouse, sidewalk, stairway, walkway, patio, deck, 
retaining wall, porch or fire pit.   

 

 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Building Setbacks 

• Required setback is 75’ for all lakes or an 
average setback if the proposed development 
qualifies 

 

• All structures are required to meet the setback 
from the OHWM unless they are identified 
and qualify as an exempt structure. 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Exempt Structures to 75’ Setback 

• Boathouses, located in the access & viewing corridor, 
do not contain plumbing and are not used for human 
habitation. 

• Open-sided and screened structures that satisfy 
59.692(1v).  

• Fishing rafts under 30.126 

• Broadcast signal receivers 

• Utility transmission and distribution lines, etc. well 
pump house covers, POWTS 

• Walkways, stairways, or rail systems that are 
necessary to provide access to the shoreline and are 
a maximum of 60 inches wide.  

 
 
 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Setback Averaging 

• Where an existing development pattern exists 

• The shoreland setback for a proposed principal 
structure may be reduced to the average shoreland 
setback of the principal structure on each adjacent 
lot. 

• But … the shoreland setback may not be reduced to 
less than 35 feet from the OHWM.   

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Setback Averaging 
How to measure?  

• Measure from the closest part of the structure 
to the ordinary high water mark for each 
principle structure on the adjoining lots 

 

• Add the two setbacks together and divide by 2 

 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Viewing Corridors 

• In the vegetated strip of land 35 feet wide 
measured perpendicular from the ordinary high 
water mark, no more than 35ft in every 100ft 
measured parallel (35%) 

• Viewing corridors may be split on a property 

• Viewing corridors are allowed to run contiguously 
for the entire maximum width allowed.  

• A permit is required to create a viewing corridor 

 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Height  

• Purpose is the natural scenic beauty from the 
water 

• 35’ maximum height for dwellings 

• 25’ maximum height for accessory buildings 

• 11’ maximum height for boathouses 

• Height is measured from the lowest exposed 
grade to the peak of the structure 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Nonconforming Structure 

• A lawfully placed structure that does not comply 
with the required setbacks. 

 

• Exempt structures, structures permitted with 
setback averaging or a variance, and illegal 
structures are not nonconforming structures 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Nonconforming Structures are Allowed 

 
• Maintenance, repair, replacement, restoration, rebuilding 

or remodeling if the activity does not expand the 
footprint.  

• Vertical expansion not to exceed 35’ in height 

• Lateral expansion up to 200 sq. feet within the setback 
area if the existing structure is at least 35’ from the 
water, and the expansion will not be closer than the 
existing structure 

• Expansion beyond the 75’ setback as long as all the other 
setbacks and impervious surface requirements are met. 

 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Ordinance 
• Polk County Shoreland Protection Zoning 

Ordinance on the web site currently applies. 
 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/ 
Shoreland Protection Zoning Ordinance.pdf  

 
 

• A new shoreland ordinance has been adopted by 
the county board and will be effective September 
15, 2016 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Legislative Update 
From 2016 Lakes Partnership Convention  

 
• Act 167 (03/01/16)  

• Exempt structures (boathouses, walkways, etc.) same allowances as NC 
structures within footprint and 3-dimensional building envelope 

• Clarified setback averaging (one sided allowed) 
• Clarifies that public roads/sidewalks are not counted as impervious  

 

• AB582/SB464 (Awaits Governor Signature) 
• Provides that a surveyor in certain circumstances can set the OHWM.  
• Roof of a flat boathouse may be used as a deck. 
• Structures authorized by variance get same allowances as NC structures.  
• Device/system that retains runoff exempt from OHWM setback 

 
• AB600/SB459 (Awaits Governor Signature) 

• Navigable water law not applicable to artificial water bodies 
• The level and flow of navigational waters is the responsibility of the DNR 
• Allows increased use of boat shelters 
• Limits County oversight of sea wall repair and more. 

 

 



Questions?  Comments?  
Jason Kjeseth, Zoning Administrator 

715-485-9248 

jason.kjeseth@co.polk.wi.us 

 
Landen Strilzuk, Zoning Specialist 

715-485-9247 

landen.strilzuk@co.polk.wi.us 

 

http://www.co.polk.wi.us/


Social Committee 

By 
David Zanick / Andrea Anderson 

Committee Co-Chairs 
 



Social Committee 

• David Zanick, Co-Chair 
• Andrea Anderson, Co-Chair 
• Ann Layton, Commissioner 
• Steve Paulson 
• Sally Pierson 
• Carl Pierson 
• Glenna Tack 
• Rachel Starbuck 
• Suzanne Zanick 



Social Committee 
Plans for 2016 

  

6th Annual Lake Social Dinner 
• Saturday, June 18, 2016 
• UW Wanderoos, The Shed 
• 6PM Cocktail hour 
• 7PM Dinner 
• Price: $15 This includes dinner, tax, and tip 

 



Social Committee 
Plans for 2016 

  

4th of July Parade, (Monday) 
• Big Lake Only 
• Start Time: Noon 
• Start Location: Bay in front of the Big Lake 

Store 
 



Other Reports 
& 

Closing Remarks 

By 
Gary Ovick 



Fisheries 
 

 Committee Chair 

Bob Meyer 



2015 
Big Lake Store 

Donation $1700 

H 





Committee Chair 
Helen Johnson 



Why do we need CBCW? 
15% Boats are Potential AIS Carriers! 

View all CBCW graphs @ 
http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/invasives/WatercraftSummary.aspx?show=stats&project=111882541 

Both 
Landings 

2015 



2015 
Inspection 

Activity 
 

(Equally Split Over Both Landings)  



AIS Educational Kiosks 

Church Pine Lake Big Lake 



 Warning Signs 
 Audio Warning 
 Video Inspection 
 100% Monitoring 
 Real-time DB Input 
 Video Evidence 

 
 Deterrent and 

Behavior Changer 

 

Church Pine 



Web Site 

Jim Anderson 
Committee Chair 

 



H 

http://www.bigroundpine.com/




Why Get Involved 
 in Your Lake District? 

 (Study from 2016 Wisconsin Lakes Conference) 

1 Foot Decrease In Water Clarity  

=  
7% Decrease In Market Value  

 
($20-50K WI Lake Home) 



H 



H 



District Calendar 
2015 - 2016 

 
 
• October 6  Board Meeting 
• December 1   Board Meeting 

 
• March 1   Board Meeting 
• March 30 – April 1 WI Lakes Conference 
• April 6  Board Meeting 
• May 3  Board Meeting 

• May 21   Spring Informational Meeting 
• June 7  Board Meeting 
• June 18  Lake Social Dinner 
• July 4   Boat Parade (Big Lake) 
• July 5   Board Meeting  
• August 2  Board Meeting  
• August 27  Annual Meeting & Board Mtg. 
• October 4  Board Meeting 
• December 6  Board Meeting 

Board 
Meetings 

Alden Town Hall 
1st Tuesdays  

6pm 
 

H 



• 2017 Budgets … Annual Operating Plan,  Contributions to 
Non-Lapsing Funds and Tax Levy 
 

• Committee … 2016 Accomplishments & Plans for 2017 
 

• Decision on replacing Spring Meeting with a Newsletter? 
 

• Election of 2 Commissioners 
o Interested residents should contact the board at least 45 

days before the Annual Meeting to get your name on the 
ballot 

On the Horizon for the 
 August 27th Annual Meeting 



Questions & Public Input 

By Lake District Residents 
 

(What is Important to You?) 



Thank You 
 for 

 Supporting 
Your 

 Lake District 
 
 
 



Meeting 
 Adjourn? 

 
 


